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The Definition of Baptism

Ivy Yen

As long as I can remember, I have been dressed, fed, and taken to church by my
parents on Sunday. I never really understood the meaning and purpose of church. Then a
few years back, during a church retreat, I accepted Jesus Christ into my heart. I felt a
welcoming, warm, and good feeling. Like the feeling you have when you’ve had a long day,
and are taking a nice warm, soothing, and relaxing shower or bath. But before that happened,
I was a sinful person. I lied, I lost my temper, and I didn’t always listen and obey my parents.
Basically I was a human without a Savior.

Then a couple years later, after I accepted Christ, I doubted if I really had Jesus in
my heart, and there was a baptism coming up! I couldn’t make up my mind. So I went to
seek for help about my problem/doubt/concern. I found answers through various people,
about what baptism is like, and its purpose.

I found the answer. Baptism is basically the outward expression of one’s faith.
Because of that fact, I took the opportunity to become baptized. I also acknowledged that
Jesus was my Savior, Shepard, and Lord of my life. I thought that if you got baptized, you
would have to give up things that are fun, and become “Robots of Perfection.” I now know
that instead of losing something, you are gaining something. That gain is the knowledge of
knowing I don’t have to go through life alone, but rather with Christ Jesus.

In Matthew 7:7, it states,” Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find,
knock and the door will be open to you.” Jesus will give me all the provisions and strength I
need, for my walk as a Christian.

December 2005
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To Get My Drivers License---Being Baptized

Jeffrey Wei

This church is very special to me. It was founded one month after I was born. It is like a
second home to me, where I have a large family of brothers and sisters. I’ve been coming to
this church for as long as I have been alive. Whether rain or shine, winter or summer,
healthy or sick. So now you might be saying, “Well, he’s been going to this church for his
whole life. He must be a perfect Christian”. Guess what, that’s not entirely true.

When [ was a little kid, I used to be super religious. I would pray at least four times a
day; at meals, and at night. If [ were sick, worried, or sad, I would always pray about that,
too. Through Sunday school, I had already memorized the order of all the books in the Bible.
I loved coming to church, not just to be with friends, but also to be in Sunday school.
Learning about Jesus and his love for us was something I looked forward to each week. I
even listened to the Christian radio channels WFRN 104.7 and Pulse 96.9 all the time.
Everything taught to me at church I believed whole-heartedly. I would do anything for God
then, even if it meant dying for him.

But later, as 1 grew older, I stopped being so attracted to Jesus and his love. This
probably happened because as I grew to understand the world more I began to take on more
of its ungodly views. I began to curse because it was cool at school and it made me feel
older. I stopped praying every day. I kept forgetting for some reason. I was also rebellious
towards my parents; whatever they said sounded like a bad idea no matter what. I started
lying. I lied about a lot of stuff to make people at school think I was cool. Those were
relatively small lies but even the smallest lie is still a lie. Later, my parents had some talks
with me because they wanted to help me deal with my problems. I learned that lying and
murdering are the same in God’s eye from them. I Timothy 1:9-11 states that “We also know
that law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful,
the unholy and irreligious; for those who kill their fathers and mothers, for murderers, for
adulterers and perverts, for slave traders and liars and perjurers- and for whatever else is
contrary to sound doctrine that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he
entrusted to me”. And after I read this Bible verse, I finally noticed that I was on the fast
track to eternal death.



This year, I didn’t want to get baptized at first because I thought my relationship to God
wasn’t strong enough. When I told my mom about this problem, she told me that baptism
is the beginning of your relationship to God, not the end step. After hearing this, there was
nothing that stood between getting baptized and me. Baptisms like getting a drivers license.
It allows you to drive by yourself but it doesn’t mean you’re good driver. You just know
what to do and will attempt to do it right.

Eternal death is not what anyone would ever want. In order to prevent eternal death
from happening to me, I need Jesus in my life. All I have to do is to believe in Jesus and be
born again through the Holy Spirit, which is exactly what I intend to do. Not only can God
give me eternal life, he can also help me live my present life out to its fullest. Even though
my old nature will kick in at times, I can always push it away with the help of God. Matthew
28:18 says “Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me” . I’m pretty sure that all that power is more than enough to put down any
temptations I might have or help me through any problems. There is no reason for me not to
love God, and no reason not to officially say through baptism that I’'m God’s child, that I
know that eternal life is given to me, and that I am willing to commit myself to Him. I am

about to experience this wonderful conformation and I know I will not regret it.

December 24, 2005
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Climbing to Jesus

Brian Huang

I have been climbing all my life. What can I say? My parents have always called
me the family monkey. When I was one, I would climb in and out of my crib with the help
of my brother to explore the house. After a while, we started discovering secrets like the
cabinets where all the toys would hide when we played too rough and the sack on top of the
refrigerator where all the candy disappeared to when we ate too much. When I turned
about five, however, the house got too small for us so my brother and I went outside to
explore. The first thing I saw out there was the bane of all watchful parents...the trees. It
became my new pastime to climb the willow tree on the hill outside our house. Of course,
we never understood that a tree that is infested with big ants is probably rotten inside so
when my parents got the tree cut down, I was devastated. But then, my brother introduced
me to sledding. It was the perfect replacement for our tree. Over and over, I would climb
the hill and slide down at speeds over “mach 3.” You can expect that I threw myself into
skiing with equal enthusiasm, going even faster at “mach 5.” My whole life has been full
of climbing and sliding.

This may be the reason why I view the spiritual journey differently from most people.
I have always rejected the comparison of the spiritual life as a “walk™ with Jesus. I thought
that even if we walked on a narrow path, would it not be easy to simply keep your center of
gravity low and make an effortless creep forward? No, I thought more on the lines of
climbing. Even though I loved to climb things, it was never that easy. There is always
the risk of picking the wrong branch to grab or the wrong foothold to use and falling all the
way back down to rock bottom. Even so, with your eyes on your destination, it is hard not
to feel pushed to climb faster until you reach the top. I think that is how our spiritual lives
are. When we first begin, we are full of energy but after a bit of hard climbing we loose
our enthusiasm. It becomes easy to give up and drop back to earth or get stuck using the
wrong handhold. Yet, if we keep our eyes on Jesus, it becomes easier to grow in Him
spiritually. We begin to crave spiritual food and drink more and more as we develop.
Eventually, we learn to depend on God entirely and we rely on his strength to get us up to
the top. I believe that this is salvation, when we trust in God to be our strength.
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It took me a while to come to this conclusion. I thought it was always God’s job to
tell us if we are saved or not. I would always search for some sign of divine approval. To
this end, I never thought 1 was ready to be baptized. I always thought, “How do you know
you are going to heaven?” or “What if I sin because 1 get baptized without being truly
saved?” I didn’t think that Jesus had saved me because He had never given me a sign like a
sudden rush of complete serenity or a flash of light.

My view changed when I went to one of the winter retreats. 1 discovered salvation is
not something we reach but something we accept. It is a gift that God will give to us if we
only say “yes!” The real struggle is to accept the challenge that He gives to us to live the
life of Jesus. This is the true climb. It is not salvation that we climb so hard to reach but
the strength to love Jesus enough to be salt and light in the world. But, again, we cannot be
living testimonies for Christ if we climb with our own strength. Climbing with God’s
strength is what Baptism is all about. In being baptized, I am pledging to continue my
climb depending only on God. And, of course, he will always be there, helping me up.

December 2005






